
top 10 tips for Protecting Yourself from 

Dangerous Fakes 
1.    TrusT Your INsTINCTs.	If	it’s	too	good	to	be	true,	it	probably	is.

2.    INsIsT oN sECurE TrANsACTIoNs. When	doing	business	online,	make	sure	
your	payments	are	submitted	via	websites	beginning	with	https://	(the	“s”	stands	for	
secure)	and	look	for	a	lock	symbol	at	the	bottom	of	your	browser.

3.   WATCH for MIssING sAlEs TAx CHArGEs.	Businesses	trading	in	counterfeit	
goods	often	do	not	report	their	sales	to	financial	authorities—a	difference	you	may	
notice	in	the	price	you	ultimately	pay,	particularly	in	states	that	collect	sales	taxes.

4.   sEEK quAlITY AssurANCE IN THE sECoNdArY MArKET.	Reputable	and	
reliable	resellers	have	comprehensive	inspection	and	authentication	procedures	and	
technicians	to	inspect	the	equipment	they	sell.

5.   BE pArTICulArlY CArEful purCHAsING MEdICINE oNlINE.	Reports	suggest	
that	96%	of	online	pharmacies	do	not	meet	safety	or	legal	standards.

6.   BE vIGIlANT WHEN BuYING ABroAd. When	shopping	on	international	websites,	
look	for	trusted	vendors	that	use	identifiable	privacy	and	security	safeguards	and	have	
legitimate	addresses.

7.   do Your HoMEWorK.	When	purchasing	a	product	online,	know	the	market	price	
and	read	reviews	about	the	seller.

8.   sCruTINIzE lABEls, pACKAGING, ANd CoNTENTs.	Look	for	missing	or	expired	
“use	by”	dates,	broken	or	missing	safety	seals,	missing	warranty	information,	or	
otherwise	unusual	packaging.

9.   rEporT fAKE produCTs THAT ArE fAulTY or dANGErous.	Consumers	can	
play	an	important	role	in	keeping	the	market	free	of	fakes.	Report	unsafe	products	to	
the	Consumer	Product	Safety	Commission.	SaferProducts.gov

10.   sprEAd THE Word ABouT THE dANGEr of fAKE produCTs.	Teach	your	kids	
about	counterfeits	and	warn	friends	and	family	of	illegitimate	product	sources.
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